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MSC Exhibits at Society for Simulation in Healthcare 9th Annual 
Meeting  
MSC was proud to participate in the SSIH 9th Annual 
International Meeting on Simulation in Healthcare, January 10-
14, 2009, in Orlando, Florida.  
 
MSC presented a series of SimSuite Patient Safety and Quality 
Initiative mini-programs on Monday, January 12 and Tuesday, 
January 13. Each 20-minute program included a didactic 
presentation and hands-on simulation led by an MSC Clinical 
Educator. Programs presented include Sepsis, Moderate Sedation, 
Door-to-Balloon Time, and the newest offering in MSC’s quality 
curriculum, Ventilator-Associated Pneumonia.  
 
In addition to a hands-on simulation experience, mini-program 
attendees were given a clipboard featuring valuable sepsis 
reference information. More than 75 IMSH attendees visited 
MSC’s booth or attended one of the dozen mini-programs 
presented by MSC.  
 
 
 

MSC rang in the New Year with an updated website design, including new content 
and additional features. The site can be found at: www.MedSimulation.com.  
 
MSC’s updated website provides more information about its comprehensive, 
simulation-based training, education, and marketing services for healthcare 
professionals, medical manufacturers, and medical societies and associations. 
Content and features new to the site include:  

• Video vignettes highlighting MSC services for manufacturers and healthcare 
professionals 

• One-step login to MSC’s online courses for easier navigation and course 
completion 

• Expanded overview of MSC’s Solutions for hospitals and healthcare 
networks, healthcare professionals, medical manufacturers, and societies and 
associations, including: 
{ MSC’s Services 
{ How to Use Simulation 
{ Case Studies 
{ Our Customers 

• Detailed descriptions of all MSC generic courses 
• Google-powered search functionality 

▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄ 

MSC Unveils New Website Design, Improved Navigation in 2009 

IMSH attendees were the first to experience 
MSC’s new Ventilator-Associated Pneumonia 
(VAP) Quality Initiative Program, introduced at 
the conference. See page 2 for more 
information about the VAP Program.  
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MSC Presents at the Southern California Patient Safety Collaborative 
Colloquium 

▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄ 

The Hospital Association of Southern California invited MSC to present on simulation’s role in present and 
future healthcare quality improvement efforts at the organization’s first annual patient safety colloquium 
event on January 22 in Los Angeles, California. 
 
MSC Healthcare Product Manager Myrna Schnur, RN, MSN, discussed how simulation can impact 
hospital-based quality improvement programs and the future role of simulation in quality initiative programs. Following her presentation, MSC 
Clinical Development Specialist Maureen Dzialo, RN, BSN, provided a live simulation-based demonstration of the SimSuite Sepsis Program to 
illustrate how simulation can impact a hospital’s quality improvement efforts. 
 
For more information about the Hospital Association of Southern California and the Colloquium, please visit www.socalpatientsafety.org. 

▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄ 

MSC Hosts 92 Physicians for ABIM Interventional Cardiology Simulations 
at TCT 2008 
As part of the ABIM Maintenance of Certification Interventional Cardiology Simulations program, 
MSC hosted 92 physicians over four days at the TCT conference in October 2008. Since the program 
was introduced in February 2008, approximately 150 physicians have completed Interventional 
Cardiology Simulations at SimSuite Education Centers and national conferences. 
 
Completion of the Simulations provides physicians with 20 points toward completion of the Self-
Evaluation of Medical Knowledge requirement for Maintenance of Certification.  
 
“ABIM is excited to have this opportunity to provide simulation as an option that helps make our 
Maintenance of Certification program more relevant to physicians,” says Rebecca Lipner, PhD, ABIM 
Vice President of Psychometrics and Research Analysis. 
 
About Interventional Cardiology Simulations 
MSC began working with ABIM in 2003 to investigate the potential of using simulation technology as an evaluation tool. Ten clinical centers 
participated in the study, in which 120 physicians with varying levels of expertise completed six cases. Study results indicated that the simulated cases 
could assess cognitive and procedural skills in performing interventional cardiology procedures, and could discriminate between novice and advanced 
skill levels of physicians performing interventional cardiology procedures. In February 2008, the ABIM introduced Interventional Cardiology 
Simulations as an option for physicians to earn credit toward the Maintenance of Certification (MOC) Program. This is the first time ABIM is 
incorporating medical simulation technology into its programs to evaluate physician competence. Physicians enrolled in Maintenance of Certification 
can register online for Interventional Cardiology Simulations at a SimSuite Education Center or medical meeting by visiting www.abim.org. 

The American College of Cardiology (ACC) recently unveiled a permanent interventional cardiology exhibit at its 
national headquarters building in Washington, D.C. 
 
The display honors the history of interventional cardiovascular medicine and showcases its broad-based and far-
reaching impact on healthcare and medical science. The interactive exhibit features photos, graphics, and videos 
that illustrate the ways in which interventional cardiovascular medicine has contributed to the treatment and 
management of cardiovascular disease today and into the future. 
 
A series of segments about the role of education illustrate how simulation has contributed to the adoption of new 
techniques and dissemination of best practices. MSC is featured in this section for its involvement in the 
development of high-tech, realistic, and risk-free simulation-based training. 
 

The exhibit is open to ACC visitors and the public by appointment. Visit www.cardiosource.com/interventionalexhibit/ to view the videos included 
in the exhibit and look for MSC in the Education segment. 

New American College of Cardiology Exhibit Features MSC 
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In December 2008, BSC retrofitted one of its SimSuite mobile units 
to accommodate demonstration and training for a BSC Endoscopy 
product, and traveled to several hospitals in the Great Lakes and 
Mid-Atlantic region as well as the New York Society for 
Gastrointestinal Endoscopy Meeting in New York City. 
 
The featured product was the SpyGlass™ Direct Visualization 
System, an endoscopy product that has been on the market for a 
year-and-a-half. The System requires just one physician operator 
and provides direct visualization of the biliary system. The mobile 
unit traveled directly to the doorsteps of physicians and their 
healthcare teams in several cities to provide convenient, hands-on 
demonstrations and training sessions using the SpyGlass System. 
Hospitals on the route included Indiana University Hospital in 
Indianapolis; Ohio State University in Columbus; University Health 
and Metro Health in Cleveland; York Endoscopy Center in York, 
Pennsylvania; Greater Baltimore Medical Center; and Christiana 
Care in Newark, Delaware. 
 
The mobile unit was also on hand at the New York Society for 
Gastrointestinal Endoscopy Meeting in New York City, December 
17-20. Meeting attendees, including physicians and nurses, who 
spent time on the unit remarked on what a great opportunity the 
traveling training unit provided. 
 
The mobile unit will be on the road again in early 2009 to highlight the innovative SpyGlass System. Visit the MSC website or check with your 
local BSC representative for the tour schedule. 

MSC Abroad 
MSC has provided standardized and customized training solutions as well as 
turnkey event planning and management services to support healthcare 
professional training worldwide since 2005. We currently have training locations 
in the United Kingdom, Germany, Italy, France, and China, and support training 
events at international congresses in several other countries. 
 
As part of a collaboration with AGA Medical and Abbott Vascular China (a 
division of Guidant International Trading Company, Ltd.), MSC placed an 
endovascular simulator in Shanghai, China, in January 2009. The simulator will 
be used by Abbott Vascular to train physicians on AGA Medical products, 
including the AMPLATZER® Septal Occluder. This is MSC’s first training 
venture in China. 

MSC Mobile Unit Hits the Road for Boston Scientific Corporation 
Endoscopy Division 

▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄   ▄ 
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Stephanie McKown, RN, BSN, is a native Floridian. She was born and raised in Dunedin, Florida, 
and lived on the east coast of south Florida for 14 years. Stephanie originally went to school at 
Florida Atlantic University to become a science teacher and subsequently changed her major and 
went on to become a Registered Nurse. She graduated from Broward Community College in 1996 
with an Associates Degree in Nursing and earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing from 
Florida International University in Miami in 1998. 
 
Stephanie’s professional background includes working in the Cath Lab as a scrub, circulator, and 
monitor, which led to a position as Cath Lab Educator. In 2003, Stephanie moved from south 
Florida back to her hometown in Dunedin where, prior to joining MSC, she worked as a Nurse 
Manager for Critical Care, Hemodialysis, and Telemetry in the same hospital where she was born. 
 
Stephanie is very excited to be part of MSC and working at USF Health in Tampa. She feels that 
she can have a positive impact on patients’ lives by helping other healthcare providers become 
comfortable with patient management through MSC’s simulations and educational courseware. 
 
Stephanie currently lives in Clearwater with two Jack Russell Terriers, Oliver and Lily. Her hobbies 
include traveling (she has visited five of the seven continents and skied on four), snow-skiing, and 
any water sports. Her mantra is “Live Your Dreams, Explore The World.” 
 

Employee Spotlight: Stephanie McKown, RN, BSN, SimSuite Clinical 
Educator at USF Health SimSuite Center 

Editor/Writer:  Debbie Fimple, Healthcare Professional Product Manager  
Layout/Design:  Susanne Chastain, Marketing Project Manager 
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University of South Florida Health Partnership (cont. from page 1) 
“Simulators absolutely shorten the learning curve for mastering surgical skills,” says Alexander 
Rosemurgy, MD, Professor of Surgery and Medicine at USF. “In addition to training individuals, the 
simulators help teach team coordination and emergency protocols. Simulation is a very valuable tool 
for evaluating how well a surgical team communicates and manages decisions when confronted with 
an unexpected problem or crisis situation.” 
 
The USF Health SimSuite Education Center offers courses for all levels of healthcare professionals, 
including medical students, resident physicians, fellows, attending physicians, nurses, therapists, and 
technologists. SimSuite courses provide hands-on training using best demonstrated practices to 
improve both cognitive decision-making and technical skills. Course offerings include a highly 
efficient Advanced Cardiac Life Support recertification program and curriculum for providers 
working in vascular surgery, cardiology, interventional cardiology and radiology, general surgery; 
and emergency, critical care, and general medicine units.   
 
The SimSuite curriculum features Quality Initiative Programs that are designed to help USF hospital partners meet and exceed national patient 
safety goals set by several reporting and regulatory organizations. The SimSuite Sepsis, Ventilator-Associated Pneumonia, and Central Line 
Management Programs focus on early identification and effective treatment of these widely recognized and costly conditions to improve the 
confidence and competence of all healthcare providers.  

Stephanie McKown, RN, BSN 
SimSuite Clinical Education Specialist 


